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“Between the Now and the Then”
1 Peter 2:4-10; John 14:1-7 May 14, 2017

Tony Snow served as Press Secretary to President George 
Bush. He died in 2008 after a long battle with cancer. Tony 
Snow was a devout Christian. Before his death he shared his 
faith and his reflections on life. His words show that what 
we believe about God matters. Snow writes:  

“I don’t know why I have cancer, and I don’t much care.
It is what it is, a plain and indisputable fact.
Yet even while staring into a mirror darkly,
great and stunning truths began to take shape.
Our maladies define a central feature of our existence:
We are fallen. We are imperfect. Our bodies give out….
But, despite this, - or because of it, -
God offers the possibility of salvation and grace.
We don’t know how the narrative of our lives will end,
but we get to choose how to use the interval 
between now and the moment we meet our Creator 
face-to-face….”

This is the time between the now and the then – between 
this present moment and the time when we meet our Creator 
face to face. This time in between can be fraught with 
dangers, filled with questions, and overrun with uncertainty. 
In John’s gospel, the bottom is just about to drop out from 
under the disciples. Jesus will soon be arrested. Everything 
for which they have lived and sacrificed will be called into 
question. They are on the edge of falling into a rabbit hole 
with no way out. Gathering his disciples, Jesus speaks these 
familiar words, “Let not your hearts be troubled. You 
believe in God, believe also in me.” He talks about preparing 
a place for them, going ahead of them and coming back to 
take them to himself. He talks about these things as if they 
know exactly what he is talking about. I guess most of them 
are just sitting there nodding their heads. 

I am grateful for Thomas. He brings the elevated tone 
of Jesus’ words down to our level. “Wait a minute,” he is 
saying, “I don’t have a clue about what you mean or where 
you are going.” He wants to be sure that the words of Jesus 
connect with the deep anxieties of his life. Thomas speaks 
for you, me and for all people who try to understand the 
truth or waver in the faith. He asks what we may be too 
afraid to ask. Thomas asks the question of every soul that 

has ever faltered. How can we know the way to God? These 
disciples have taken the risk of following Jesus. They have 
given up so much because they believe in his cause. Now 
they wonder if they have made a mistake. It looks like 
everything is crashing down around them.

Then Jesus makes the astonishing claim that he is “the 
way, the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me.” He is the path to God. The way is not 
found on a Google map. It is not a set of rules or a particular 
method of enlightenment. The way is Jesus himself. The 
gospel truth is not a collection of facts. The gospel truth 
is Jesus Christ. The truth cannot be reduced to a bunch of 
statements about Jesus. The truth is Jesus. Everything we 
know and claim to be true is true only in so far as it points 
to Jesus. To know the truth is to encounter Jesus; to know 
Jesus is to know God. 

Jesus is with us in this time in between. He is with us no 
matter where we are, how far we have wandered from our 
path, how badly we have messed up or how lost and alone 
we feel. We can never be too far away for Jesus to find us 
and lead us home. No sin, no despair, no addiction and not 
even death itself can separate us from the love of God in 
Christ Jesus. 

Some time ago, I heard a physician tell of his experience 
in caring for a young teenager who was nearing the end of 
his life. The professionals had done all they could do to 
help this boy with cystic fibrosis live. Time and again they 
brought him back from the edge of death. The family was 
simply not ready or able to let him go. One day, after the boy 
came through another crisis, his family gathered around his 
bed. His father was holding his hand.  The boy said, “You 
have to let go.” Thinking he was putting too much pressure 
on his son’s hand, the father quickly but gently let go of his 
hand. The boy said, “No, you have to let me go.” For the 
first time, the family understood that their son was ready to 
receive the life that Jesus has prepared for him. He died so 
that he might live with God. Jesus has gone ahead of him to 
prepare a place for him.

The resurrection assures us that the words he speaks can 
be trusted. The resurrection of Jesus assures us that the path 
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we travel in this in between time is the path that leads to 
life. 

Today our 2017 Confirmation Class is making their 
profession of faith in Jesus Christ. They are promising to 
trust him in the good times and in the bad times, in the 
mountain top moments and in the darkest valley. They 
have studied the Bible, what it means to be a part of the 
church, the body of Christ, the beliefs of the Christian 
faith expressed in the Apostles’ Creed. In this time 
between the present hour and the day we go to be with the 
Lord, they will face challenges, have doubts, ask searching 
questions, discover joy and grow in faith. They like us will 
be tempted to follow uncertain paths and other ways. We 
are committed, as parents, teachers, youth leaders and as a 
church family to walk with them and assure them that they 
are on the path that leads to life with God. We are here for 
each other to speak the words of Jesus to each other, “Let 
not your hearts be troubled.” They are with us being built 
together into a spiritual house. Peter writes that once we 
were no people, but now we are God’s people.  

On this Mother’s Day, we give thanks for our mothers 
and for all those people in our lives who have been a mother 
to us. We are grateful for those who have shown us how 
to have peace in this time between the now and the then 
because of their trust in the promises of Jesus. The peace 
of God that comes through faith in the promises of Jesus is 
not like any other peace. Jesus calls it the peace that passes 
all understanding. His peace does not depend upon the 
outward circumstances of life, but upon his promise to be 
with us, to provide for us and to prepare a place for us. We 
can know his peace even in the face of hard exams, medical 
tests, job loss, broken relationships and even death itself.  
Through his Spirit, he brings peace to our troubled hearts.  

Facing death Tony Snow wrote: 
“We want lives of simple, predictable ease, - smooth, 

even trails as far as the eye can see, - but God likes to 
go off-road. He provokes us with twists and turns. 
He places us in predicaments that seem to defy our 
endurance and comprehension - and yet don’t.

By His love and grace, we persevere. 
The challenges that make our hearts leap and 

stomachs churn invariably strengthen our faith and 
grant measures of wisdom and joy we would not 
experience otherwise.

…Christianity is not something doughy, passive, 
pious, and soft.

Faith may be the substance of things hoped for, the 
evidence of things not seen.

But it also draws you into a world shorn of fearful 

caution.
The life of belief teems with thrills, boldness, danger, 

shocks, reversals, triumphs, and epiphanies…
Through such trials, God bids us to choose: Do we 

believe, or do we not?
Will we be bold enough to love, daring enough to 

serve, humble enough to submit, and strong enough to 
acknowledge our limitations?

Can we surrender our concern in things that don’t 
matter so that we might devote our remaining days to 
things that do?

…We don’t know much, but we know this:
No matter where we are, no matter what we do, no 

matter how bleak or frightening our prospects, each and 
every one of us who believe each and every day, lies in the 
same safe and impregnable place, in the hollow of God’s 
hand.”

This if the faith we profess today. This is the faith that 
keeps us between the now and the then.  


